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RESOLUTION HONORING THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

RFE/RL BALKAN SERVICE’S MACEDONIAN UNIT 
 

JUNE 23, 2016 
 
WHEREAS, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) launched, within its Balkan Service, 
Macedonian-language programming for the Republic of Macedonia on September 1, 2001 and 
will be celebrating the 15th anniversary of these programs in 2016; 
 
WHEREAS, RFE/RL’s Macedonian Unit’s multiple-media broadcasts in support of inter-ethnic 
tolerance, democracy, economic reform, human rights, the rule of law, Euro-Atlantic integration, 
and the fight against corruption have earned them the faith and trust of their audience in 
Macedonia; 
 
WHEREAS, RFE/RL is the only international broadcaster serving Macedonia that operates in 
both the Albanian and Macedonian languages on all three multimedia platforms: radio, TV, and 
web; 
 
WHEREAS, RFE/RL is considered the most reliable and professional source of information in 
Macedonia; 
 
WHEREAS, RFE/RL’s Macedonian Unit and Voice of America’s Macedonian Service recently 
introduced a video project called “Horizons” that addresses such sensitive issues in the region as 
Macedonian politics, the rise of ISIL, and the refugee crisis;  
 
WHEREAS, RFE/RL’s Macedonian Unit’s reporting in 2012 led to the breakup of a major 
trafficking ring that facilitated massive illegal immigration transiting the Balkans en route to the 
European Union, and the Unit continues its reporting on the waves of immigrants moving 
through the Balkan countries from Kosovo, Syria, Africa, and Asia; and 
 
WHEREAS, RFE/RL’s Macedonian Unit reports extensively on the internal political crisis in 
Macedonia, and the heightened pressure that is now being exerted on independent media in the 
country. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Broadcasting Board of Governors that we celebrate 
and commemorate the 15th anniversary of the Macedonian Unit of RFE/RL’s Balkan Service. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board applauds and thanks current and former members 
of RFE/RL’s Macedonian Unit for their dedication to professional journalism. 

RESOLUTION 


